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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Quest Families, 

The staff would like to wish you a fabulous holiday season and Happy New Year! We appreciate 
everyone?s generous donations for our Food Drive sponsored by NEHS. Thank you also for your 
donations for our Fun Run. We will be able to use that money for technology and classroom programs. 
We could not have been able to pull off the Fun Run without our fabulous PTO. Thank you, PTO!

 

Mrs. Barbra Martin, one of our Assistant Principals, is retiring over the holiday break. Mrs. Martin has 
served the students of Brevard County for 31 and a half years. She has taught kindergarten through 6th 
grade, as well as Title One. She has worked at many sites, including Sherwood, Palm Bay, Jupiter, 
Riverview and Quest. We want to wish her a fabulous retirement, enjoying her children and 
grandchildren! If your child would like to make her a card and/or bring her a flower from your yard, 
please bring them the week of Dec. 17th. Thank you in helping us celebrate Mrs. Martin?s contributions to 
Quest.    

Decem ber  19t h , 20t h  and 21st  are Ear ly Release Days. This is not  post ed on t he paper  copy of  t he 
Quest  Calendar . Please not e and plan accordingly.  

Sincerely, 

Ms. Christine Boyd, Principal       

T H E  QU E ST  GA Z E T T E

E X P L ORA T I ON S A ROU N D  OU R SCH OOL  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 3rd-7th- PTO Holiday Shop             

December 4th- Science Fair Project   Browsing   

5:00pm-7:00pm 

December 11th- Winter Music Concert  at  6:30pm

December 12th- PTO Sponsored  Night  @ Chilly Spoons

December 17th- Chipot le Fundraiser for Odyssey of the Mind

December 19th, 20th & 21st - Early Release at  1:15 pm

December 24th-January 9th Winter Break

January 10th- Students Return to School 

**Every Friday is Early Release at  1:15 pm. 



 To My Quest Family, 

It is with a heavy heart that I share with you I will be retiring from Brevard County Schools as of 
December 31st. I want to ?thank you? for giving me the opportunity to work with you, side-by-side, 
providing a safe, inviting place for your children to learn and grow.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time in 
Brevard County. I will miss our students very much.  

Working at Quest has given me much joy. I have loved celebrating our many triumphs and sometimes, 
sharing some tears in sadness as well.  Your children have taught me how to be a great explorer!  I am 
very excited to let you know that I will be moving to Wisconsin to be closer to my new grandchild! 

Thank you for sharing your children with me for the short year and a half that I have been here at Quest. 
You opened up your hearts to me, making me feel so welcomed and loved.  I will always be ?thankful? for 
my Quest Elementary family. You put a smile on my face and a warmth in my heart each and every day! 

Take care,  

Barbara Martin  

MRS. MARTIN'S MINUTES 

Best Wishes

Mrs. Mar tin! 



Ways we Communicate 

MRS.  ERENSTOF'S ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Prevent ing a Wint er  Slide 

 We are so proud of all the hard work our students have put forth this first semester! They have not only worked to master 
math concepts, reading skills, social studies, science, art, PE and music but they have been developing their growth mindset 
and striving to be the best citizens that they can be. On December 21 students will enjoy their last day of the first semester 
and Winter Break will begin. Students will be out of school for almost three weeks. Below you will find some tips to help 
maintain their learning and help propel them into the new semester prepared and ready to continue their learning.  

1. Encourage kids to get wrapped up in reading. Visit the public library and help your child choose books that they are 
interested in and excited to read. If possible, choose a book that is above their level that you can read together and also a 
few books that they can read successfully on their own.  

2. Spend a litt le time each day practicing math facts. Depending on their grade level, it may be counting, addition, 
subtraction or even multiplication. When the opportunity arises, weave this into daily activities. For instance, have them 
help you count produce at the grocery store, or let them help you multiply how many pieces of silverware you will need for 
a special family dinner.  

3. Sometimes we forget that here on the Space Coast, we are surrounded by incredible wildlife. A great way to bond as a 
family and learn about science is to get out and go for a nature walk. If you really want to make it exciting, find a scavenger 
hunt online and see how many natural wonders you can discover while walking. For a list of local parks, visit 
www.brevardfl.gov.  

Most of all, we hope that your family enjoys this special time together. We sincerely hope that this break is a time for you to 
relax, rejuvenate and reconnect with those you love. We look forward to an incredible second semester when students 
return!  

 In The Spot light  ...
 Third grade students at Quest Elementary hung on every word as comic book expert Rick Shea, owner of Famous Faces 
and Funnies Comic Shop in Melbourne, gave a presentation about the influence of comics on reading, writing, and art. Mr. 
Shea spoke to the students about his experiences as a child and how reading comic books helped to form his love of 
reading and inspired him to one day own his own successful business in the industry. He also spoke to them about the 
importance of reading a variety of genres and about some of the great life lessons that can be found in comic books. ?Can 
anyone tell me about a lesson they learned from a superhero in a comic book?? Mr. Shea asked the students. He was 
flooded with a sea of raised hands and several accounts of children who had learned about the importance of kindness, 
fairness, and doing the right thing from some of their favorite superheroes.   

Mr. Shea brought three comic books artists to the school with him. Esteemed artists Jay Little, Justin Massingale, and Tom 
Thorton, were generous enough to give their time and talent making on-site sketches for the students, allowing the kids to 
see real artists in action! The artists answered student questions such as how comic books are made and what tools artists 
use to create with, while simultaneously drawing a wide range of requested characters. In response to one student?s 
question asking where artists get their ideas from, artist Justin  
Massingale replied ?It all starts with the story you?re wanting to tell.?  

Following the presentation, students were able to try their hand at 
making their own comic book panels and stories. Many of whom were 
then inspired to use their free time to practice their writing and drawing, 
before sharing their stories with their classmates. ?It?s always a good 
thing when kids leave school saying that they want to read and write 
more. We are very thankful to Mr. Shea and the artists for coming in 
today to share their wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm with the 
students.?   

http://www.brevardfl.gov


 Quest  for Literacy
 Prom ot ing Vocabulary Developm ent  at  Hom e 

Reading vocabulary refers to the words that a student can read and understand. When students know more words, they 
are better able to understand what they read. There is a strong connection between understanding the meaning of words 
and understanding a story, textbook, or other reading material. Consider using this collection of ideas to build reading 
vocabulary at home. 

1.) Have discussions with your child and build on what he/she says. Talk about your child?s interests to provide motivation 
to speak.  

2.) Talk with your child and try to use new and interesting words. Exposing your child to new words is a great way to build 
your child?s interest in learning words. 

3.) Read to your child as often as possible. Choose books that are more difficult than your child can read independently. 
Point out and discuss interesting words in the book. Continue to read to your child even after he/she is an independent 
reader because opportunities to hear stories above his/her reading level builds background and expands vocabulary. 
Discuss interesting facts that you have read in a newspaper or magazine. 

4.) As you take your child to do errands and on family outings, talk about what you see. Introduce new words to your child 
as you visit the grocery store, doctor?s office and other locations. 

5.) Play a word guessing game to help your child think about words. For example, you can say, ?I?m thinking of a word that 
starts with ?br? and means that a person is not afraid? (brave). If your child doesn?t guess the word, provide examples or 
more information to help them figure out the word. Then, ask your child to give you a word and clue. 

6.) Encourage your child to read as often as possible. Children who read more have larger vocabularies and tend to do 
better in school. 

7.) Play oral word games to build your child?s vocabulary. For example, play the opposite game where you say a word such 
as ?inside? and ask your child to say a word that has an opposite meaning (outside). Or, you can play the synonym game 
where you say a word such as ?happy? and take turns with your child saying words that have similar meanings such as 
?joyful,? ?jubilant? and ?content.? 

8.) Word games such as Scrabble, Scrabble Jr., Upwords, Boggle, Boggle Jr. and Bananagrams help children focus on 
words. These games are available at most discount and toy stores. They are also available at some libraries for check-out. 
In addition, your child may enjoy doing crossword puzzles that focus on connecting words and meanings.   

9.) Learning common prefixes can help your child learn many new words. For example, the prefixes ?dis, ?re,? and ?un? are 
the most common ones in the English language. 

If children can identify these prefixes, they can unlock the meaning of 
many new words. Have your child look for these prefixes when reading 
and listen for them in conversations. Work with your child to brainstorm 
as many words with each prefix as you can. Write these words and 
prefixes on a sheet of paper and post it on your refrigerator. As you find 
new words for each prefix, add them to your list. Review the list each 
week to see how many words you have for each prefix. 

10.) Try different methods of learning new vocabulary words based on 
how your child learns best. 

a) If your child learns best by listening, discuss new words and their 
meanings. Make rhymes or riddles to remember words and their 
meanings. 

b) If your child learns best by doing, have your child act out new words to 
learn their meanings. 

c) If your child learns best by seeing things, have your child do a drawing 
for each word to represent its meaning. 

Information compiled from The Ontario Ministry of Education, NIU Literacy 
Clinic, The Communication Trust, and Reading Rockets



 

  

   

 Act ivit ies' Avenue 
MEDIA 

* * Just a friendly reminder to turn in all overdue books to the media 

center. 

* * Literacy week will take place Jan. 28th-Feb. 1st. More information will 

be coming home early January.   

* * Our next Scholastic book fair will be Jan. 31st-Feb. 8th. Flyers will be 

sent home in January.       

 PE

  PE will be having our 5th 
annual Hoop Shoot Contest 
with grades 3-6 on Thursday 
December 20 during students 
normal activity time.  Parents 
of finalist are welcome to 

come observe and cheer on.  

MUSIC 

Quest 's Winter Concert will be Tuesday, December 11th at 6:30 PM and will feature the Band, Chorus, Ukulele 
Club, Beginning and Intermediate Strings in the Quest Cafeteria Students in the performing groups will need 
to arrive at 5 PM to warm up, and get set on the stage. Parents, guardians, and families will be welcome into 
the cafeteria at 6:15 PM to get a seat for the performance at 6:30 PM.   

S.T.E.A.M. 

The STEAM website is up and running with pictures of our previous challenges, so please check it out. 

Kindergar t en  has been creating and building through stations with various building materials such as 
Legos, Gears, Power Clix magnetic shapes, Keva Planks, and dominoes. We are also pulling students in 
small groups to create textured pieces of art in layers.  The first layer is watercolor paint with salt for 
texture.  For the second layer, students used textured rollers with tempera paint and we discussed the 

concepts of push and pull for using the rollers.  The final layer will be created using stamps and ink. 

1st  Grade:  After reading the fractured fairy tale Three Silly Billies, students completed building their 
rafts to cross the three silly billy goats across a stream. We are now learning about robots and each 

student will design and create a robot that does a job to make their life easier. 

2nd Grade is now learning about robots and each student will design and create a robot that does a 

job to make their life easier. 

3rd Grade teams are learning about polygons, surface area, endangered animals, and the importance 
of bees and their contribution to our ecosystem. In teams, students are determining which polygon 
when repeated covers the most surface area. They are then building their chosen shapes out of paper 

strips to build a honeycomb which will then be connected to other teams to build a model beehive. 

4t h  Grade is studying weathering and erosion.  In teams, students are building a barrier to help 

prevent erosion in a beach model. 

5t h  Grade students are completing their ?Critter Creations?.  Students were challenged to design a 
new species of animal that will both flourish and help restore the natural balance of its designated 

Tasmanian ecosystem. 

6t h  Grade students designed Lunar Landers to safely land 2 astronauts on the moon. Students are 
now challenged with the task of designing a space glove that maintains body temperature when 



COUNSELOR'S CORNER 

Does your  child suf fer  f rom  ADHD or  Anxiet y?  

Are you look ing for  st rat egies t o help your  child at  hom e?   

  

Join us on January 29th from 6:30-7:30 for a parent workshop, Parenting Children with ADHD and Anxiety 
at Quest Elementary presented by Dr. Carol E. Oseroff, Ph.D., ABPP. Dr. Oseroff will be presenting on 
issues related to parenting children with attention-related difficulties and/or anxiety and how these 
issues often manifest in challenges at home and school. She will provide important information about 
how to respond when your child is reluctant to go to school, fears social situations, can?t focus on 
homework, and/or lacks motivation to perform his/her best.  As a result of attending this parenting 

session, you?ll learn: 

  The most common anxiety issues that result in school problems 

- How attention-related problems are first identified and impact school performance 
- How to work effectively with school personnel and other professionals to get the most effective      

help for your child whether the child?s problems are short-term or more chronic 
- Compassionate but firm strategies for helping your child manage their challenges and reach their      

full potential  

 Dr. Oseroff is a licensed psychologist in the state of Florida with specialty board certification in clinical 
child and adolescent psychology.  She has been in private practice for 15 years and launched Oseroff 

Child and Family Psychology, LLC in Melbourne in early 2018.  

 Please R.S.V.P. to attend at this link: https:// tinyurl.com/y7tdk6sk or by e-mailing your child?s School 
Counselor: Barton.Christi@BrevardSchools.org (Last Names A-L) or 

Cooper.Elizabeth@BrevardSchools.org (Last Names M-Z).  

 Ways we Com m unicat e

Instagram @QuestExplorers
Twitter @QuestExplorers

Facebook @QuestElementarySchool
https:/ / www.brevardschools.org/ QuestES

https://tinyurl.com/y7tdk6sk
https://www.brevardschools.org/QuestES

